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Kia ora te whanau St Anthony's School  
 
We have had a busy and enjoyable week with End of Year celebrations. On Monday the Year 8 students had their
Principal's Day Out. We had a fantastic time sailing on Wellington Harbour, then at the MetService creating
weather forecasts. Thank you Emma Blades for the fabulous experience - we loved our time with you and Ben!  
That evening the Year 8s had their very special Leavers' Dinner. Thank you to the incredible team of Year 7
parents, students and teachers who created such an amazing night for them! The night was such a success and
so special. 
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Thank you for coming along to our Thank you Liturgy last Wednesday evening and sharing in the celebration of
the opening and blessing of He Atawhai Block. A new addition to our website includes a description of the
reasons the Board chose He Atawhai as the name for our new senior block and a description of its wonderful
facilities. Please see http://www.stants.school.nz/he-atawhai-kindness-and-mercy/
(http://www.stants.school.nz/he-atawhai-kindness-and-mercy/) for this information. 
 
We are very grateful to the Archdiocese of Wellington, Silverwood Architects, JWT Construction and Possenniskie
Consultants Ltd who worked together seamlessly to create this modern learning environment at St Anthony’s and
it will provide many students with a supreme place to learn for many years to come.  
 

     

                              

  
It has been an extremely successful year for our school. Students have excelled in many areas and have had a
raft of exciting opportunities to enhance their learning during the year. Anniversary Reports have been sent home
and Parent/Teacher Interviews occurred last week. Students in Years 4-8 will receive their End of Year Report
today. I have thoroughly enjoyed reading every student's report and reflecting on the wonderful progress they
have made this year.  
 
Our National Standards results have been presented to the Board and are extremely pleasing. Please refer to my
2017 Annual Report attached to this newsletter that details our school achievements this year. This document is
also available on our School website. http://www.stants.school.nz/strategic-plan/ (https://www.google.com/url?
q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stants.school.nz%2Fstrategic-
plan%2F&sa=D&ust=1512080329762000&usg=AFQjCNF2OxHCwK5vnRXUCIChViscUvviNw)  
 
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for the effort and contributions of everyone who makes St Anthony's
School the quality learning environment that it is. In particular, thank you to our teaching and support staff who
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consistently go the extra mile to deliver quality programmes for our students. Special thanks to the Board of
Trustees, ably led by Annette Bridgman, for the way you have governed our school this year. The extra hours that
you put into our school to ensure it is meeting the needs of our students and is a school of choice is
greatly valued. Finally, thank you to our amazing parents and grandparents who support our wonderful school in
the numerous ways that you do, to benefit all of our students. Your time, effort and support is very much
appreciated and the commitment you show in so many and different ways is appreciated by many. We are a
small school with a very strong spirit!
 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a relaxing and safe holiday. The staff and I look forward to
welcoming everyone back to school on Wednesday 31st January 2018. 
 
Ngā mihi nunui mō te Kirihimete me te Tau Hou.
 
Jennifer Ioannou 
PRINCIPAL 

2017 Annual Report Download (/Media/Get/09ecf12d-9e4a-4927-8bf1-7e79c9d16e31)  (/Media/Get/09ecf12d-9e4a-4927-8bf1-

7e79c9d16e31)

Key Dates for the Start of Term 1
2018

Wednesday 31 January - School Begins 
Thursday 1 February - Meet the Teacher Evening: 6.30pm Juniors; 7pm Seniors 
Tuesday 6 February - Waitangi Day - School Closed  
Wednesday 7 February - School Picnic at Waitangi Park 

Board Update Innovation in Teaching and Learning Award 
The Board would like to congratulate Denise Johnson for being successful with her Maths proposal for the
Innovative Teaching and Learning Award. Denise's proposal to the Board was thorough and clearly presented,
and it correlated well with the Boards' Annual Plan intentions for 2018 where Maths has an important focus. 
 
School Donations - Thank you! 
This could be a record-breaking year for St Anthony’s School – so far, we have received 88% of your parent
donations – and with one final push we hope to make it above 90%. Because of this fantastic level of donations,
combined with careful budget management by your Board, this is the first year in a long time where we have not
had to use FOSA money to top up our operations expenses.   
 
What does this mean? With your donations, we have been able to provide new resources and equipment to
improve your children’s learning experience this year and going forward. The FOSA money is now available to
enhance your children’s school day even more through exciting initiatives such as improving our backfield, buying
playground equipment, and many more things on our wish list. So, a huge thank you from the Board for paying
your donations – this really does make such a difference for the children.    
 
But, (there’s always a but!) there is still so much to be done to keep your children’s education experience top
notch, for example purchasing new iPads (which are not covered by our operations grant funding). Fundraising
through FOSA remains critical – and we look forward to the support of our amazing families to make 2018 even
better!     

Faith News As we enter the third week of Advent we take time to ask ourselves how well are we preparing for Christmas- not
in the material sense but in our spiritual and emotional sense. Fr Tony recently explained it as W.A.T.C.H. and
we hope it will guide you through the busy lead up to the birth of Christ. 
 
We watch

our words - let them only be kind and patient 
our actions be thoughtful and considerate 
our thoughts so they are free from criticism and blame  
our character so that it reflects that of Jesus Christ 
our hearts are full of love and compassion for all people

Thanks to those who have shown these aspects through the generosity of non-perishable food and gifts for the
Christmas hampers. The office shelf looks amazing! Tomorrow is the last day before it all goes, so there's still
time to make donations. 
Nativity Play on Christmas Day   
Look out for the Christmas Nativity Play invite on Signmee. We will be having a practice for 1 hour on Friday,
22nd December at 9am in the Church. If you can't make that time just email me - denise@stants.school.nz  
End of Year School Mass 
Thanks to all those who came to celebrate the end of the school year with us, it was wonderful to have you all
there. It is always a very special mass as we hear from both the Year 8 leavers and Mrs Ioannou. The theme was
Gratitude and the Year 8s chose some beautiful readings for us all to reflect on - Thank you to them.   
Mission Fair - Finally 
Tui students once again ran a very successful Mission Fair last Friday raising $495.40 for the Missions. We thank
them for their wonderful generosity and creative thinking to raise these funds. We also thank you, the parents, for
supporting the event by giving your children money to spend. This money, along with tomorrow's mufti day
money, will go to supporting the two missionaries that we sponsor as well as the Catholic Missions.  
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Wishing you and all your family a happy and holy Christmas. May you all experience the true peace of
Christ. 
 
Denise Johnson 
DRS  
 

MySchool - Stationery for 2018 We have changed how we order stationery for our students.  Beginning 2018, parents/caregivers will now order
their child/ren's 2018 stationery online (and pay later) via OfficeMax.  You have the opportunity to have the
stationery delivered to your home for a small fee or purchase it instore (Victoria Street).   
 
The following link to a flyer which goes into more detail about the new system http://bit.ly/myschool2018
(http://bit.ly/myschool2018 ) 
Once the Year stationery lists are confirmed, they will 'go live' and be available via the link on both the School's
Facebook page or Website. 
 
Rather than re-charge for items you still have or have been returned unused, parents are able to remove these
items from their Year lists and continue on with ordering. We believe this system will be more feasible for parents
and will also eradicate the need for the school to bulk buy and hold stationery for the whole school. 
 
MySchool also ensures that we get the cheapest prices at the beginning of the year. 

FOSA Need some ideas for those hard to buy for relatives or secret santas this Christmas? We have the following
available for purchase at the school office:
 
First Aid Kits - a perfect gift for someone who needs one for the car, boat, bike rides or under a pram.
Large Kits - $15 each
Small Kits - $10 each
 
St Anthony's School Recipe Book - plenty of great ideas that have been tried and tested by our St Anthony's
community.
2 for $15 or $10 each
 
Both are also great to have on hand in the cupboard for when you need a quick present.
 
Thanks for your fabulous suppport of our school this year.
FOSA

Parish News Parish Newsletter (/Media/Get/7b4dccfd-707f-4e55-bfc7-ff14711f7db7)  (/Media/Get/7b4dccfd-707f-4e55-

bfc7-ff14711f7db7)

Parish News Christmas Mass Timetable (/Media/Get/d8877524-353a-4abd-b575-188c133443fc)  (/Media/Get/d8877524-

353a-4abd-b575-188c133443fc)

Parish News Holy Trinity Parish Sacramental Programme 
2018 Children in year 4 or older who have been baptised in a Catholic Church and would like to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion, are eligible to enrol.  Information and
enrolment forms are available in the church foyers, School Offices, the Parish Office or on the website
www.holytrinity.parish.nz (http://www.holytrinity.parish.nz) . All enrolment forms need to be completed and
returned including a copy of your baptism certificate by the 18th February, 2018  to the School Offices or to the
Parish Office in Miramar or by email holytrinity.wgtn.co.nz,

Parish News Mass Times Dec - Feb 2018 (/Media/Get/28589533-a25d-42de-afe3-ff04407ebeee)  (/Media/Get/28589533-

a25d-42de-afe3-ff04407ebeee)

Community Notices El Rancho Summer Camp (Sun 14 - Thurs 18 Jan 2018) 
Registrations are now open for our Summer Kids Camp for 8-12 year olds!  Earlybird tickets are curently available
at the discounted rate of $175, once these sell out tickets will be $195. 
SPLASH Fest is the theme .. join us for a wet and wild adventure like never before:  Live bank, competitions,
exciting outdoor activities including waterslide, tubing & kayaks, performing arts and loads more. OSCAR/WINZ
subsidies available. Follow this link to our website to
register:  http://elrancho.co.nz/Camps+and+Events/Kids+Camps.html (https://elrancho.us1.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=25bca47dcec9d1192742dca1b&id=36da2a0250&e=0983361a40) 
 
Rata Studios 
Are offering 3 days of Making/Creating before Xmas for 10-13 years olds. It’s a Makers Christmas at Rata
Studios. Join us for three fun days exploring and creating to make ordinary Christmas objects extraordinary.
Design and build your own holiday decorations and gifts using papier mache, laser cutting and electrical circuits
with tutors Jess Weichler and Therese Eberhard.  For 10-13 year olds, Monday 18 – Wednesday 20 December.
Find out more on our website. http://ratastudios.co.nz/course/makers-holiday/
(http://ratastudios.co.nz/course/makers-holiday/) 
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Bigair Gymnastics and Cheerleading 
We can help make your Christmas Shopping much easier this year! Send the kids to BIGAIR GYM for our Drop &
Shop! Get your Christmas shopping done while your children have some active fun at BIGAIR! From Monday the
18th to Thursday the 21st of December, Bigair Gym will be running their popular pre-Christmas Drop & Shop
Holiday Programme!  Our January Holiday Programme runs from Monday the 8th to Friday the 26th Jan 2018.
Children will enjoy fun and active sessions full of gymnastics circuits, gym challenges, competitions, free
play, structured games, and talent quests. Children that love gym and parkour will love practicing and
extending their skills during these sessions. BIGAIR GYM offers classes in trampoline, parkour, cheerleading,
and tumbling. We have gymnastics classes for toddlers, pre-schoolers, and school aged children. We also host
kids Birthday Parties! Term 1 2018 bookings open from Monday 27th Nov 2017, classes fill up fast so call BIGAIR
today!   Book into the Holiday Programme or for Term 1 2018 classes online www.bigairgym.co.nz
(http://www.bigairgym.co.nz) or contact BIGAIR TAWA on 232 3508, email office@bigairgym.co.nz or contact
BIGAIR OWHIRO BAY on 383 8779, email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz we would love to hear from you!   
 
The Rock Academy School Holiday Programme  
Perfect for aspiring singers and musicians. Programmes will be run in December 2017 & January 2018. For More
info, please visit: www.therockacademy.co.nz (http://www.therockacademy.co.nz/) Or email:
admin@therockacademy.co.nz 
 
Welcome Tours 
Presents:  Fun Times School Holiday Tour for grandparents and primary school-aged children. This three-day tour
to the Wairarapa in January is a great way to nurture the special bond between grandparents and grandchildren.
Any travel hassles are taken care of by Welcome Tours (http://www.welcometours.co.nz/) and the small group of
holidaymakers finds it easy to have fun and get to know one another. If you haven't done so already, you may
wish to inform your school community about this opportunity.  Tuesday 9th to Thursday 11th January.  If you
would like to find out more contact Sue Russ, Director, Welcome Tours, phone: 021 163 8471 | 04 478
6033 Bookings and enquiries can be submitted via the website www.welcometours.co.nz
(http://www.welcometours.co.nz/fun-times-school-holiday-tour.html)   
 
Craft House 
Bookings are now open for January school holiday craft classes at Craft House, for more info and to sign up go
to enrolmy.com/craft-house (http://enrolmy.com/craft-house) or call 499 4499. 
 
Weta Workshop School Holiday Programme 2018 
24 - 26 January - In the new year, Weta Workshop is opening its doors once again to give kids a chance to make
movie magic! We warmly invite the children of St Anthony's School to come along. From rocket building to
sculpting, our workshops for ages 6–12 years old will excite and delight! For 2018, we're hosting separate
workshops for children aged 6-9 years and 10-12 years. Spaces are limited! Book online at
www.wetaworkshop.com/school-holidays (http://www.wetaworkshop.com/school-holidays)  
 
Sustainability Trust School Holiday Programmes 
Pre Xmas Kids' Workshops - Dec 18, 19, 20, 8.45am to 12noon Sustainability-themed workshops for kids aged 5
to 12 while you get Xmas errands done. Build a garden out of wooden pallets, upcycle found materials for Xmas
decorations and cards, and take a walking tour of green Wellington. $28 per session, bookings essential:
sustaintrust.org.nz/our-events 
Wilderkids - Jan 15 to 26, 8.30am to 3.30pm School holiday programme which gets kids exploring nature in
Wellington Town Belt. Build a hut, make weed pesto, forage for food and bugs – and plenty more fun! $56 per
day, bookings essential. $10 places available for Community Services Card holders, please see
sustaintrust.org.nz/our-events for more.  
 

Parent Calendar
Today December 2017   Print

 
 

Week
 

 

Month
 

 

Agenda
 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

             

27 28 29 30 1 Dec 2 3
Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) focus: Love    

Movin' to School  8.20  House Football TournamSchool Baptism 9am 14:15 Assembly  House 
Week 7 Term 4 09:00 Takahe Class Mass School newsletter sent 

19:00 BoT meeting

             

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) focus: Love    

Anniversary parent inte  Thank You Liturgy 2018 Transition Mornin 12:40 Tui Mission Fair
Movin' to School  8.20 18:00 Thank You Liturgy 15:00 Tui Boot Swap
Week 8 Term 4

             

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) focus: Love    

Leavers' Dinner McAulay House Fish n C End of Year Mass End of Year Assembly End of Term 4  Mufti D
Movin' to School  8.20 09:00 Kiwi Class Mass School newsletter sent  13:00 Finish School

+4 more 18:00 End of Year Mass +2 more

             

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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School sponsorship Would you like to be a school sponsor? Please email office@stants.school.nz or call Yvonne on 380 6971 for
more information.
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Events shown in time zone: Auckland
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