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Title Classes and Staffing at St Anthony's in 2017

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
This communication will update you with the plans that have been put in place so far regarding the classes and
teaching staff at St Anthony's for 2017. 
   
Due to the large number of students in particular year groups, we need to structure the classes slightly differently
for next year. We currently have 35 students in Years 3 and 4 for 2017, therefore we need to implement the
following structure to optimise educational outcomes for our students. 
 
In 2017, there will be five classes:  
·      NE/Year 1 (Kiwi Class) Ms Macintosh (and new appointment to team-teach from Term 2) 
·      Year 2/3 (Hoiho) Ms Shanks 
·      Year 3/4 (Takahe) Miss Penman 
·      Year 5/6 (Kea) Mr Small 
·      Year 7/8 (Tui) Mrs Johnson and new appointment 
 
The Year 3 students will be split between Hoiho and Takahe. The teachers have spent a great deal of time
thinking about how the Year 3 students will be split across the two classes. They have taken into account age,
ability, confidence, friendship groups and siblings. In 2017, Ms Shanks and Miss Penman will be working very
closely with each other because they will both have Year 3 students in their classes. The students will also have
numerous opportunities where they will be working together as a year group.  
 
As a result of our very positive roll growth, the Ministry of Education has allocated us a 6th teacher for 2017. This
is a fantastic opportunity and we have thought very carefully about how to use this bonus resource. We will be
employing a second teacher for Kiwi Class from the start of Term 2. The new teacher will be team-teaching with
Ms Mac in the mornings as well as supporting Years 2-8 classes in the afternoons. This is
a wonderful opportunity - it allows for both the necessary smaller teacher/student ratio required in Kiwi Class as
well as providing the opportunity for our existing teachers to have increased dedicated targeted teaching time in
the other classrooms. 
 
Kate Kingston (Teacher Aide) currently assists in Kiwi and Takahe classes every morning to support student
learning and working with small groups. As the needs change from class to class each year, the allocated teacher
aide hours assigned need to be adapted to support these needs. In 2017, Kate will work in Hoiho and Takahe
classrooms, continue to run the STEPS literacy programme as well as taking classes for Library.    
 
In 2017 we are introducing a Mathematics learning support programme called Spring Maths and we are seeking
parent volunteers to help run the programme. If you have the time available and are interested in supporting our
students, please contact Mrs Johnson or Ms Mac.    
 
We will be having a 2017 Transition Morning on Thursday 8th December where the students will spend the
morning with their 2017 teacher and fellow students. This is when the Year 3 students will find out which class
they are in for next year.  
We will be welcoming several new students and their families to St Anthony's School next year. We look forward
to our new students spending the morning with us on 8th December.  
 
We are excited about, and confident in, these adjustments to our classes for 2017. One of the many advantages
of our school is that we know our student needs well and can be nimble, flexible and innovative enough to make
changes to support those needs when and where they are needed most. We can also be flexible to make sure we
offer the most support possible to our existing highly professional teaching staff. Therefore, we continue our
tradition of 'thinking outside the square' to provide the best outcomes for our precious students and 2017
promises to be another excellent year of learning - we are all looking forward to it! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the structure of the classes next year, please contact me directly.    
 
Kind regards    
 
Jennifer Ioannou  
PRINCIPAL
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